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Introduction 
In contemporary times, millions have fled their homelands due to conflict, political instability, persecution, and economic crises. In the 21st century, there has been an influx of asylum seekers and refugees globally, and part of this can be attributed to the ongoing wars in regions such as the Middle East, Africa, and Eastern Europe. According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), over 114 million people will be displaced worldwide in 2024—the highest recorded level in history.
An asylum seeker is any individual who has fled their home country due to persecution and/or violence and has filed for protection or asylum. The request for refugee status has not yet been determined. An asylum seeker becomes a refugee after their claim is validated for protection under the Convention on Refugees (1951) or by a national government. The issue of asylum seekers and refugees creates moral, political, and logistical dilemmas: how do nations protect individuals in need without jeopardizing border security, economic stability, and social cohesion?
This issue goes to the core of the United Nations' mission—to protect human rights and maintain international peace and security. Therefore, the question remains urgent: how should the global community respond to large-scale population displacements that require humanitarian aid?


Definition of Key Terms 

Asylum Seeker:
A person who is outside their country of origin and has requested international protection in another country, because they are at risk of persecution, war, or violence, whose refugee status application has not been decided. 

Refugee:
A person who fled their country of origin due to conflict, persecution, or violence, who has been recognized under international law and granted protection.

Internally Displaced Person (IDP):
A person who has been forced to leave their home for similar reasons as refugees but has not crossed an international border.

Stateless Person:
A person who is not considered a national by any state under its domestic law. Statelessness can result from discriminatory policies, incomplete nationality laws, or the collapse of a state. 

Resettlement: 
The process by which refugees are transferred from their first country of asylum to another state that has agreed to admit them and grant them permanent residence.

General Overview 
The situation concerning refugees and asylum seekers is complex and involves humanitarian, political, legal, and economic factors. Conflict and persecution remain the primary reasons for forced displacement. For instance, the Syrian Civil War displaced more than 13 million people, and violence in Myanmar resulted in the forced displacement of hundreds of thousands of Rohingya refugees. In 2022, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine produced one of the most significant movements of refugees across Europe since the Second World War.
In addition to conflict, the influence of environmental disasters and climate change is increasingly contributing to displacement. Rising sea levels and the ongoing effects of drought and flooding are making certain parts of the world uninhabitable, forcing communities to leave their homes and engage in migration. Climate migrants are not formally classified as refugees under the current laws of international law; nonetheless, they often face similar vulnerabilities.
Countries accepting refugees also confront various challenges moving forward. These include balancing their humanitarian obligations with domestic priorities, minimizing human trafficking, and mitigating the social tensions that can arise when accommodating a sudden influx of people. At the receiving end of the refugee crisis are developing countries, especially across the continents of Africa and Asia, that host approximately 75% of the world's refugees, despite doing so without the benefit of significant resources. 
At the heart of all of this lies the issue of global responsibility sharing. While some states pursue open asylum policies, others focus on strict border controls, and the absence of a unified international approach means that displaced persons end up in overcrowded facilities.


Major Parties Involved 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR):
The UNHCR (established in 1950) is the main international entity responsible for the protection of refugees, asylum seekers, and stateless persons. The UNHCR administers emergency assistance, coordinates resettlement, and pursues advocacy for longer-term policy change through humanitarian negotiations. 
European Union (EU):
The EU has played a primary role in managing the influx of refugees into Europe since the 2015 migration crisis. The EU has established frameworks, such as the Dublin Regulation, that determine which member state is responsible for processing an asylum claim.
African Union (AU):
The AU supervises regional responses to the displacement of persons in Africa and the implementation of the 1969 OAU Refugee Convention, which is one of the key regional complements to the international 1951 Refugee Convention.
United States of America:
The USA is both a primary donor to refugee assistance programs and a destination for asylum seekers. Still, it has faced scrutiny for promoting border policies that have been rejected for being unlawful and for inconsistent asylum procedures across states.
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs):
Examples such as Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF), International Rescue Committee (IRC), and Amnesty International provide essential on-the-ground response by providing humanitarian assistance to displaced populations and offering medical and legal services.
Host Countries:
For example, Turkey, Jordan, Lebanon, Pakistan, and Uganda have some of the largest refugee populations in the world, where host countries manage immense social and economic costs.

Timeline of Key Events 

	Date
	Event

	1951
	Adoption of the 1951 Refugee Convention, which defines who qualifies as a refugee and outlines their rights.

	1967
	The Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees removes geographical and temporal limitations of the 1951 Convention.

	1991
	The collapse of the Soviet Union led to mass movements of displaced persons in Eastern Europe and Central Asia.

	2011
	The Syrian Civil War began, displacing millions across the Middle East and Europe.

	2015
	European Refugee Crisis peaked, with over 1 million refugees crossing into Europe.

	2022
	The Russian invasion of Ukraine sparked new waves of refugees across Europe.

	2023-2024
	Renewed violence in Sudan and Gaza contributes to record global displacement.


	
UN Involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties, and Events 

· 1951 Refugee Convention and 1967 Protocol - The cornerstone of international refugee protection.

· UNHCR Statute (1950) - Establishes the agency's mandate to lead the global response to refugees.

· Global Compact on Refugees (2018) - Encourages international cooperation, equitable responsibility-sharing, and sustainable solutions.

· UN General Assembly Resolution 55/76 (2000) - Reinforces the coordination of humanitarian assistance and assistance to refugees.

· UNHCR Annual Executive Committee Conclusions - Guide policies on protection, resettlement, and voluntary repatriation.



Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 
Many international and regional actions have been undertaken regarding forced displacement; however, they have achieved varying levels of success, and in some cases, difficulties persist.
An essential early effort was the European Union–Turkey Agreement (March 2016), which sought to prevent irregular migration into Europe by enabling the return of asylum seekers to Turkey in exchange for financial support and quotas for resettlement. Although the number of new arrivals did drop following its announcement, the arrangement was contentious due to human rights concerns. A second action is the Global Compact on Refugees (2018), which reaffirmed non-binding frameworks to strengthen burden-sharing and resilience for host communities. However, successful implementation is still reliant on voluntary cooperation, which can limit effectiveness. A third action involves regional frameworks, such as the Comprehensive Refugee Response Framework (CRRF) in Africa and Latin America, which has emphasized coordination across competing national agendas. Financing remains a struggle, with no feasible solution to address the financing gap for social investment for refugees.
Some states have sought to develop externalized border controls, effectively declaring a non-refoulement obligation toward third countries. These agreements have led to significant further discussions on whether refugees can be provided with international protection in other states, as they may ultimately compromise refugee questions more broadly. Despite these initiatives, global refugee numbers have continued to rise. In addition to humanitarian assistance, sustainable progress relies on political stability, conflict prevention, and development assistance to countries of origin.

Possible Solutions 
Enhancing International Cooperation:
Countries need to increase cooperation within the framework of the Global Compact on Refugees. One clear way to alleviate burdens on frontline countries would be to develop mechanisms for shared responsibility that not only include financial contributions from countries of asylum but also establish resettlement quotas.
Improving Asylum Procedures:
Efficient asylum processing should include, for example, digital processing systems, transparent opportunities to appeal decisions, and attorneys and other representatives who can assist refugees with their claims, all of which will help reduce the backlog of asylum claims while simultaneously ensuring that claimants' rights are upheld.
Addressing Root Causes:
Stability is based on addressing the fundamental causes of displacement from armed conflict and politically motivated persecution, to poverty, through diplomatic measures, sustainable development, and climate resilience programming.
Improving Support for Host Countries:
Donor nations should begin providing various types of financial and infrastructure support to major host nations. Donor support should also prioritize both financing and infrastructure for refugee populations living in low-income countries, especially those countries in the Global South. Investment in education, health, and livelihoods will support both refugee populations and host communities. 
Legal Recognition of Climate Displacement:
International law should be updated to include climate migrants to address the emerging legal gap and provide protection for individuals displaced by climate-related disasters and hardships.
Facilitation of Safe and Legal Pathways:
Expanding humanitarian-based visas, family reunification pathways, and labor mobility pathways will help to limit the need for dangerous irregular pathways for safety or employment while improving options for exploitation by human traffickers.
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